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This book traces the rise and decline of what Theodore Roosevelt once called the "most American thing in
America." The Chautauqua movement began in 1874 on the shores of Chautauqua Lake in western New
York. More than a college or a summer resort or a religious assembly, it was a composite of all of
these?completely derivative yet brilliantly innovative. For five decades, Chautauqua dominated adult
education and reached millions with its summer assemblies, reading clubs, and traveling circuits.

Scholars have long struggled to make sense of Chautauqua's pervasive yet disorganized presence in
American life. In this critical study, Andrew Rieser weaves the threads of Chautauqua into a single story and
places it at the vital center of fin de siècle cultural and political history. Famous for its commitment to
democracy, women's rights, and social justice, Chautauqua was nonetheless blind to issues of class and race.
How could something that trumpeted democracy be so undemocratic in practice? The answer, Rieser argues,
lies in the historical experience of the white, Protestant middle classes, who struggled to reconcile their
parochial interests with radically new ideas about social progress and the state. The Chautauqua Moment
brings color to a colorless demographic and spins a fascinating tale of modern liberalism's ambivalent but
enduring cultural legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

This book untitled The Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern
Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and American Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to
you to past this book from your list.

Elliot Weber:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion
and American Culture) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book
then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Chautauqua
Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and
American Culture) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Johnny Cahill:

This The Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920
(Religion and American Culture) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Chautauqua Moment:
Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and American
Culture) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Lupe Holloway:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we



know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. With the book The Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of
Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and American Culture) we can get more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Chautauqua Moment:
Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and American
Culture). You can more pleasing than now.
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