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As leader of the Irish Republican Brotherhood and then the Irish Republican Army (IRA), Michael Collins
developed a bold, new strategy to use against the British administration of Ireland in the early twentieth
century. His goal was to attack its well-established system of spies and informers, wear down British forces
with a sustained guerrilla campaign, and force a political settlement that would lead to a free Irish Republic.
Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War reveals that the success of the Irish insurgency was not just a
measure of Collins s revolutionary genius, as has often been claimed. British miscalculations,
overconfidence, and a failure to mount a sustained professional intelligence effort to neutralize the IRA
contributed to Britain s defeat. Although Britain possessed the world s most professional secret service, the
British intelligence community underwent a politically driven and ill-advised reorganization in early 1919, at
the very moment that Collins and the IRA were going on the offensive. Once Collins neutralized the local
colonial spy service, the British had no choice but to import professional secret service agents. But Britain s
wholesale reorganization of its domestic counterintelligence capability sidelined its most effective
countersubversive agency, MI5, leaving the job of intelligence management in Ireland to Special Branch
civilians and a contingent of quickly trained army case officers, neither group being equipped—or
inclined—to mount a coordinated intelligence effort against the insurgents. Britain s appointment of a
national intelligence director for home affairs in 1919—just as the Irish revolutionary parliament published
its Declaration of Independence—was the decisive factor leading to Britain s disarray against the IRA. By
the time the War Office reorganized its intelligence effort against Collins in mid-1920, it was too late to
reverse the ascendancy of the IRA. Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War takes a fresh approach to the
subject, presenting it as a case study in intelligence management under conditions of a broader
counterinsurgency campaign. The lessons learned from this disastrous episode have stark relevance for
contemporary national security managers and warfighters currently engaged in the war on terrorism.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Hill:

The event that you get from Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure
may be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War:
Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure instantly.

Tara Carlson:

Precisely why? Because this Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

John Thornton:

Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Michael
Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it.
This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Debera Jessie:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the book Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's
Counterinsurgency Failure to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn
it. Beside that the guide Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure can to



be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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