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In Illiberal Reformers, Thomas Leonard reexamines the economic progressives whose ideas and reform
agenda underwrote the Progressive Era dismantling of laissez-faire and the creation of the regulatory welfare
state, which, they believed, would humanize and rationalize industrial capitalism. But not for all.

Academic social scientists such as Richard T. Ely, John R. Commons, and Edward A. Ross, together with
their reform allies in social work, charity, journalism, and law, played a pivotal role in establishing
minimum-wage and maximum-hours laws, workmen's compensation, progressive income taxes, antitrust
regulation, and other hallmarks of the regulatory welfare state. But even as they offered uplift to some,
economic progressives advocated exclusion for others, and did both in the name of progress.

Leonard meticulously reconstructs the influence of Darwinism, racial science, and eugenics on scholars and
activists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, revealing a reform community deeply
ambivalent about America's poor. Economic progressives championed labor legislation because it would lift
up the deserving poor while excluding immigrants, African Americans, women, and "mental defectives,"
whom they vilified as low-wage threats to the American workingman and to Anglo-Saxon race integrity.

Economic progressives rejected property and contract rights as illegitimate barriers to needed reforms. But
their disregard for civil liberties extended much further. Illiberal Reformers shows that the intellectual
champions of the regulatory welfare state proposed using it not to help those they portrayed as hereditary
inferiors, but to exclude them.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Overbay:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in
the Progressive Era book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer involving Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American
Economics in the Progressive Era content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Raymond Harris:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Illiberal Reformers:
Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and
American Economics in the Progressive Erais the main of several books that everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Paige Robinson:

The book untitled Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice go through.

Clayton Bruce:

This Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era is fresh way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These



books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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