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The Oatman massacre is among the most famous and dramatic captivity stories in the history of the
Southwest. In this riveting account, Brian McGinty explores the background, development, and aftermath of
the tragedy.

Roys Oatman, a dissident Mormon, led his family of nine and a few other families from their homes in
Illinois on a journey west, believing a prophecy that they would find the fertile “Land of Bashan” at the
confluence of the Gila and Colorado Rivers. On February 18, 1851, a band of southwestern Indians attacked
the family on a cliff overlooking the Gila River in present-day Arizona. All but three members of the family
were killed. The attackers took thirteen-year-old Olive and eight-year-old Mary Ann captive and left their
wounded fourteen-year-old brother Lorenzo for dead.

Although Mary Ann did not survive, Olive lived to be rescued and reunited with her brother at Fort Yuma.

On Olive’s return to white society in 1857, Royal B. Stratton published a book that sensationalized the story,
and Olive herself went on lecture tours, telling of her experiences and thrilling audiences with her Mohave
chin tattoos.

Ridding the legendary tale of its anti-Indian bias and questioning the historic notion that the Oatmans’
attackers were Apaches, McGinty explores the extent to which Mary Ann and Olive may have adapted to life
among the Mohaves and charts Olive’s eight years of touring and talking about her ordeal.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

The reserve with title The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival posesses a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

John Davis:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival provide you with new experience in
reading a book.

Bertha Greene:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Kenneth Porter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival can make
you experience more interested to read.
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