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For years, the policies of the Catholic Church during the rise and terribly destructive rule of the Nazis have
been controversial. Pope Pius XII has been attacked as "Hitler's Pope," an anti-Semitic enabler who refused
to condemn Nazism, much less urge Catholics to resist the German regime. The Church has been accused of
standing by while the Nazis steadily revealed their evil designs. Yet all such arguments have been based only
on sketchy evidence. The Vatican has kept its internal workings secret and locked away from scrutiny.Until
now. In February 2003, the Vatican opened its archives for the crucial years of the Nazi consolidation of
power, up until 1939. Peter Godman, thanks to his long experience in Vatican sources and his reputation as
an impartial, non-Catholic historian of the Church, was one of the first scholars to explore the new
documents. The story they tell is revelatory and surprising and forces a major revision of the history of the
1930s. It is a story that reveals the innermost workings of the Vatican, an institution far more fractured than
monolithic, one that allowed legalism to trump moral outrage.Godman's narrative is doubly shocking: At
first, the Church planned to condemn Nazism as heretical, and drafted several variations of its charges in the
mid-1930s. However, as Mussolini drew close to Hitler, and Pope Pius XI grew more concerned about
communism than fascism, the charge was reduced to a denunciation only of bolshevism. The Church
abandoned its moral attack on the Nazis and retreated to diplomacy, complaining about treaty violations and
delivering weak protests while the horrors of religious persecution mounted. As Godman demonstrates, the
policiesof Pius XII were all determined by his predecessor, Pius XI. The Church was misled not so much by
"Hitler's Pope" as by a tragic miscalculation and a special relationship with the Italian government.
Mussolini toyed with the Church, even proposing that Hitler be excommunicated. Yet in the end, when
presented with further evidence of Nazi depredations, Pius XI could only comment, "Kindly God, who has
allowed all this to happen at present, undoubtedly has His purpose."Reproducing the key Church documents
in full and quoting verbatim conversations between Pius XI and his bishops, "Hitler and the Vatican" is the
most extraordinary look inside the secretive Vatican ever written.
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From reader reviews:

James Sharpton:

The book Hitler and the Vatican: Inside the Secret Archives That Reveal the New Story of the Nazis and the
Church can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the good thing like a book Hitler and the Vatican: Inside the Secret Archives That Reveal
the New Story of the Nazis and the Church? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Hitler and the Vatican: Inside the Secret Archives That Reveal the New Story of the Nazis and
the Church has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Leroy Torres:

The reason? Because this Hitler and the Vatican: Inside the Secret Archives That Reveal the New Story of
the Nazis and the Church is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mary Jones:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Hitler
and the Vatican: Inside the Secret Archives That Reveal the New Story of the Nazis and the Church your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Hitler and the Vatican: Inside the
Secret Archives That Reveal the New Story of the Nazis and the Church giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Nancy Deanda:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are



related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Hitler and the Vatican: Inside the Secret Archives That
Reveal the New Story of the Nazis and the Church. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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