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A contemporary of Descartes and Newton, Athanasius Kircher, S. J. (1601/2–80), was one of Europe’s most
inventive and versatile scholars in the baroque era. He published more than thirty works in fields as diverse
as astronomy, magnetism, cryptology, numerology, geology, and music. But Kircher is most famous—or
infamous—for his quixotic attempt to decipher the Egyptian hieroglyphs and reconstruct the ancient
traditions they encoded. In 1655, after more than two decades of toil, Kircher published his solution to the
hieroglyphs, Oedipus Aegyptiacus, a work that has been called “one of the most learned monstrosities of all
times.” Here Daniel Stolzenberg presents a new interpretation of Kircher’s hieroglyphic studies, placing
them in the context of seventeenth-century scholarship on paganism and Oriental languages.
           
Situating Kircher in the social world of baroque Rome, with its scholars, artists, patrons, and censors,
Stolzenberg shows how Kircher’s study of ancient paganism depended on the circulation of texts, artifacts,
and people between Christian and Islamic civilizations. Along with other participants in the rise of Oriental
studies, Kircher aimed to revolutionize the study of the past by mastering Near Eastern languages and
recovering ancient manuscripts hidden away in the legendary libraries of Cairo and Damascus. The
spectacular flaws of his scholarship have fostered an image of Kircher as an eccentric anachronism, a
throwback to the Renaissance hermetic tradition. Stolzenberg argues against this view, showing how Kircher
embodied essential tensions of a pivotal phase in European intellectual history, when pre-Enlightenment
scholars pioneered modern empirical methods of studying the past while still working within traditional
frameworks, such as biblical history and beliefs about magic and esoteric wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

Bertram Staten:

With other case, little people like to read book Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of
Antiquity. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's study.

Robert Dunham:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Egyptian Oedipus:
Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Mary May:

The guide untitled Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Alberto Turcotte:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the
Secrets of Antiquity or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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