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From the Reliance Building and Coney Island to the Kimbell Museum and Disney Hall, the United States
has been at the forefront of modern architecture. American life has generated many of the quintessential
images of modern life, both generic types and particular buildings. Gwendolyn Wright’s USA is an engaging
account of this evolution from the late nineteenth century to the twenty-first. Upending conventional
arguments about the origin of American modern architecture, Wright shows that it was not a mere offshoot
of European modernism brought across the Atlantic Ocean by émigrés but rather an exciting, distinctive and
mutable hybrid.
 
USA traces a history that spans from early skyscrapers and suburbs in the aftermath of the American Civil
War up to the museums, schools and ‘green architecture’ of today. Wright takes account of diverse interests
that affected design, ranging from politicians and developers to ambitious immigrants and middle-class
citizens. Famous and lesser-known buildings across America come together--model dwellings for German
workers in rural Massachusetts, New York’s Rockefeller Center, Cincinnati’s Carew Tower, Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Taliesin West in the Arizona desert, the University of Miami campus, the Texas Instruments
Semiconductor Plant, and the Corning Museum of Glass, among others--to show an extraordinary range of
innovation.
 
Ultimately, Wright reframes the history of American architecture as one of constantly evolving and volatile
sensibilities, engaged with commerce, attuned to new media, exploring multiple concepts of freedom. The
chapters are organized to show how changes in work life, home life and public life affected architecture--and
vice versa. This book provides essential background for contemporary debates about affordable and luxury
housing, avant-garde experiments, local identities, inspiring infrastructure and sustainable design.
 
A clear, concise and richly illustrated account of modern American architecture, this timely book will be
essential for all those who wonder about the remarkable legacy of American modernity in its most potent
cultural expression.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Forde:

With other case, little persons like to read book USA Modern Architectures in History. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book USA Modern
Architectures in History. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

John Tammaro:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition info. Even you love USA Modern Architectures in History, you are able to enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mathew Holstein:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This USA Modern Architectures in History can be the
response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Kisha Hutton:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book USA Modern Architectures in History we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book USA Modern Architectures in History.
You can more appealing than now.
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