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Well over a thousand years old, the tradition of swordmaking in Japan is one of the most highly regarded
metal crafts in the world. When all sword manufacture was prohibited in Japan for seven years after World
War II, the age-old techniques were in danger of being lost forever. Today, in the hands of a new generation
of practitioners, the craft is making a startling comeback. Connoisseurs say that the swords being produced
now are the equal of anything made in Japan in the past few hundred years.

This book takes the reader into the workshops of four of Japan's leading sword craftsmen. Each craftsman
has a different role in the manufacture of a blade. Yoshindo Yoshihara, the swordsmith, begins with raw
steel made in a traditional charcoal-fueled smelter and refines it by folding and forging, gradually shaping it
into a sword with a hardened edge. Okisato Fujishiro then sharpens and polishes the sword with fine stones
to reveal the color and texture of the steel. Metalworker Hiroshi Miyajima makes the small copper-and-gold
habaki collar that fits between the blade and the scabbard. Finally, Kazuyuki Takayama carves the hilt and
the scabbard out of a single piece of wood. Black-and-white photographs show every stage of the
manufacture, while important information on history, metallurgy, and modern-day appraisal is presented in
an extensive introduction.

The swords made in Japan today are not, of course, intended for actual use. But their design, the quality of
their steel, and the techniques used to create them still derive from the sword's historical function as a lethal
hand-held weapon. A sword must be razor sharp, light, well balanced, and strong, but not so brittle it will
break. In the perfect resolution of these qualities lie the beauty of the blade and the challenge of the craft.

This book demonstrates how brilliantly Japan's sword craftsmen today have met this technological challenge.
The impulse of the craft now is to preserve the utilitarian object and yet create an enduring art for the modern
age. While many fine books on sword appreciation exist, these deal primarily with older blades or problems
of appraisal. The Craft of the Japanese Sword is the first book in English devoted entirely to contemporary
sword manufacture, and will thus be of enormous value to metal artists everywhere, as well as to collectors
and students of weaponry.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because
just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Craft of the Japanese Sword to read.

Jacob King:

This The Craft of the Japanese Sword is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Craft of the Japanese Sword can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Jessica Davis:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Craft of the Japanese Sword was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Craft of the Japanese Sword
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Ann Cason:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book The Craft of the Japanese Sword we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Craft of the
Japanese Sword. You can more attractive than now.
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