
Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for
Grace

Bill Henderson

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0743284739
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0743284739
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0743284739


Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for Grace

Bill Henderson

Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for Grace Bill Henderson
If there is one simple phrase that lies at the heart of this moving tribute to the pleasures of singing hymns, it
is this: "Only joy." Bill Henderson, a tough man with a gentle vision, found community and religious grace
as a middle-aged man while lifting his voice in church. In a book that will inspire readers to share his
passion, he writes of his love of traditional hymns and how he sought to learn about their origins. This is a
much-needed book about the songs of our lives and will be warmly welcomed by thoughtful people of many
faiths, especially those who reject the narrow orthodoxies of religious fundamentalism. For Bill Henderson,
the researching of his favorite hymns became more than fact-finding. As the author went about his research,
he learned that he had cancer. Someone slipped a note into his typewriter: "Only Joy," it read. He adopted
that phrase as a motto for writing and for life. While "Simple Gifts" is partly a memoir, it is a work not about
one man's health but about his pursuit of godliness. That the joy of congregational song aided Henderson in
his recovery he has no doubt, but he offers a wider vision, one that is truly life-enhancing. Bill Henderson
grew up attending a Presbyterian church in Philadelphia with his quietly religious family. He left his faith as
he became a teenager and didn't rediscover it until many decades later. What brought him back to church was
the sheer pleasure he found in singing old familiar hymns with others. Some of these hymns moved him to
tears, and so he decided to immerse himself in the history of Christian music. With three themes under
consideration -- Songs of Simplicity, of Wonder, and of Love -- the authorbegins with a look back at plain
chant; the songs of Martin Luther, Isaac Watts, Charles Wesley, and others; and the emergence of modern
church music. "Simple Gifts," the great Shaker hymn, opens the Songs of Simplicity section, which includes
"In the Garden" as well as many Christmas carols like "O Holy Night" and Christina Rossetti's "In the Bleak
Midwinter." The amazing story behind "Amazing Grace" leads into the Songs of Wonder chapter. Also
appreciated here are "Be Thou My Vision" and "How Great Thou Art." With the Prayer of St. Francis as a
pretext, Henderson discusses Songs of Love: "Make Me a Channel of Your Peace," "There Is a Balm in
Gilead," and "Abide With Me." Henderson believes that many of these old hymns are in danger of being
forgotten as "modern" churches have adopted rock-based music or watered-down, politically correct verses.
More important, he meditates on the hymns' values as he tries to understand his own relationship with God,
even as they inspired him through his bout with a life-threatening illness. While this book celebrates
mainstream Protestant hymns, it is by no means sectarian. It is about songs of the heart, songs that move us,
the songs of our lives. It is about joy.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Garber:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for Grace book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for Grace content conveys the idea
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for
Grace is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Paul Day:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Simple
Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for Grace.

David Ruby:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Simple Gifts: Great Hymns:
One Man's Search for Grace that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you could pick Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for Grace become your personal
starter.

Earl Wright:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the
book Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's Search for Grace we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate



with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Simple Gifts: Great Hymns: One Man's
Search for Grace. You can more appealing than now.
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