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At once historically and theoretically informed, these essays invite the reader to think of religion
dynamically, reconsidering American religious history in terms of practices that are linked to specific social
contexts. The point of departure is the concept of "lived religion." Discussing such topics as gift exchange,
cremation, hymn-singing, and women's spirituality, a group of leading sociologists and historians of religion
explore the many facets of how people carry out their religious beliefs on a daily basis. As David Hall notes
in his introduction, a history of practices "encompasses the tensions, the ongoing struggle of definition, that
are constituted within every religious tradition and that are always present in how people choose to act.
Practice thus suggests that any synthesis is provisional."

The volume opens with two essays by Robert Orsi and Danièle Hervieu-Léger that offer an overview of the
rapidly growing study of lived religion, with Hervieu-Léger using the Catholic charismatic renewal
movement in France as a window through which to explore the coexistence of regulation and spontaneity
within religious practice. Anne S. Brown and David D. Hall examine family strategies and church
membership in early New England. Leigh Eric Schmidt looks at the complex meanings of gift-giving in
America. Stephen Prothero writes about the cremation movement in the late nineteenth century. In an essay
on the narrative structure of Mrs. Cowman's Streams in the Desert, Cheryl Forbes considers the devotional
lives of everyday women. Michael McNally uses the practice of hymn-singing among the Ojibwa to
reexamine the categories of native and Christian religion. In essays centering on domestic life, Rebecca
Kneale Gould investigates modern homesteading as lived religion while R. Marie Griffith treats home-
oriented spirituality in the Women's Aglow Fellowship. In "Golden- Rule Christianity," Nancy Ammerman
talks about lived religion in the American mainstream.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Jones:

The book Lived Religion in America: Toward A History of Practice gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Lived Religion in America: Toward A History of Practice to get your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Lived Religion in America:
Toward A History of Practice. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Ruth Morefield:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lived Religion in America:
Toward A History of Practice can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Shannon Palmer:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Lived Religion in America: Toward A
History of Practice or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book,
any other book likes Lived Religion in America: Toward A History of Practice to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Brandy Anderson:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Lived Religion in America: Toward A
History of Practice to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Lived Religion in America: Toward A History of
Practice can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of that time.
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