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This anthology of drama, essays, fiction, and poetry presents a thoughtful, classroom-tested selection of the
best literature for learning about the long civil rights movement. Unique in its focus on creative writing, the
volume also ranges beyond a familiar 1954-68 chronology to include works from the 1890s to the present.
The civil rights movement was a complex, ongoing process of defining national values such as freedom,
justice, and equality. In ways that historical documents cannot, these collected writings show how Americans
negotiated this process?politically, philosophically, emotionally, spiritually, and creatively.

Gathered here are works by some of the most influential writers to engage issues of race and social justice in
America, including James Baldwin, Flannery O'Connor, Amiri Baraka, and Nikki Giovanni. The volume
begins with works from the post-Reconstruction period when racial segregation became legally sanctioned
and institutionalized. This section, titled "The Rise of Jim Crow," spans the period from Frances E. W.
Harper's Iola Leroy to Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man. In the second section, "The Fall of Jim Crow," Martin
Luther King Jr.'s "Letter from Birmingham Jail" and a chapter from The Autobiography of Malcolm X appear
alongside poems by Robert Hayden, June Jordan, and others who responded to these key figures and to the
events of the time. "Reflections and Continuing Struggles," the last section, includes works by such current
authors as Rita Dove, Anthony Grooms, and Patricia J. Williams. These diverse perspectives on the struggle
for civil rights can promote the kinds of conversations that we, as a nation, still need to initiate.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Black:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Civil Rights Reader: American Literature from Jim Crow to
Reconciliation. Try to stumble through book The Civil Rights Reader: American Literature from Jim Crow
to Reconciliation as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Deborah Anderson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Civil Rights Reader:
American Literature from Jim Crow to Reconciliation to read.

Steven Purdy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Civil Rights
Reader: American Literature from Jim Crow to Reconciliation that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Civil Rights Reader: American
Literature from Jim Crow to Reconciliation become your starter.

John Stewart:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Civil Rights Reader: American Literature from Jim Crow to Reconciliation provide you with



a new experience in reading through a book.
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