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The building of the Berlin Wall in 1961 shocked the world. Ever since, the image of this impenetrable barrier
between East and West, imposed by communism, has been a central symbol of the Cold War.

Based on vast research in untapped archival, oral, and private sources, Burned Bridge reveals the hidden
origins of the Iron Curtain, presenting it in a startling new light. Historian Edith Sheffer's unprecedented, in-
depth account focuses on Burned Bridge-the intersection between two sister cities, Sonneberg and Neustadt
bei Coburg, Germany's largest divided population outside Berlin. Sheffer demonstrates that as Soviet and
American forces occupied each city after the Second World War, townspeople who historically had much in
common quickly formed opposing interests and identities. The border walled off irreconcilable realities: the
differences of freedom and captivity, rich and poor, peace and bloodshed, and past and present. Sheffer
describes how smuggling, kidnapping, rape, and killing in the early postwar years led citizens to demand
greater border control on both sides--long before East Germany fortified its 1,393 kilometer border with
West Germany. It was in fact the American military that built the first barriers at Burned Bridge, which
preceded East Germany's borderland crackdown by many years. Indeed, Sheffer shows that the physical
border between East and West was not simply imposed by Cold War superpowers, but was in some part an
improvised outgrowth of an anxious postwar society.

Ultimately, a wall of the mind shaped the wall on the ground. East and West Germans became part of, and
helped perpetuate, the barriers that divided them. From the end of World War II through two decades of
reunification, Sheffer traces divisions at Burned Bridge with sharp insight and compassion, presenting a
stunning portrait of the Cold War on a human scale.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Downs:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made
the Iron Curtain to read.

Charles Bryce:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Precisely why? Because this Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Adam Carter:

This Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Burned
Bridge: How East and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make



them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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