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Based on an actual, bloody dispute between wheat farmers and the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1880, “The
Octopus” is Frank Norris’ story of the waning days of the frontier West. Based on an actual incident, "The
Octopus" is set in the San Joaquin Valley of central California towards the end of the 19th century -- not long
before it was written. It concerns a dispute between the Pacific & Southwestern Railroad (in historical
reality, the Southern Pacific) which owns the land it runs through and the tenant wheat ranchers who farm it.
This is a turn-of-the-century epic of California wheat farmers struggling against the rapacity of the Pacific
and Southwestern Railroad, which will stop at nothing to extend its domination. The company controls the
local paper, the land, the legislature and, when the farmers organize to protect themselves, even manages to
control their representative on the state rate-fixing commission. An exemplary work of its time, “The
Octopus” uses the perpetual production of wheat as a metaphor for the continuous cycle of the good of the
earth prevailing over the evil of men, while examining the integrity and resolve of men faced with financial
ruin. An unremitting tale of greed and betrayal, it was originally intended as one-third of Norris' never-
completed "Epic of the Wheat" trilogy.
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From reader reviews:

Rufus George:

The guide with title The Octopus: A California Story contains a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jerry Goble:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely The Octopus: A California Story. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Pearl Dyson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book The Octopus: A California Story. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Jeanette Williams:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the The Octopus: A California Story when you required it?
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