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The fifteen Sherlock Holmes stories reprinted in this volume are generally held to be the most significant,
innovative and influential tales featuring Arthur Conan Doyle's archetypal detective. Drawn principally from
the first three Holmes collections, these selections are each followed by a concise commentary on its relation
to Doyle, other Holmes tales, and the genre of detective fiction. The nine accompanying essays, which
reflect the recent critical interest in Holmes, examine the stories from a variety of contemporary critical
perspectives. The first five essays (by Martin Priestamn, Peter Brooks, Gian Paolo Caprettini, John A.
Hodgson , and Alastair Fowler) focus in questions of narrative, deduction, and plot; the next four (by
Stephen Knight, Catherine Belsey, Rosemary Hennessey and Rajeswari Mohan, and Audry Jaffe) social,
historical, ideological, and gender issues. Each critical essay is preceded by a headnote that discusses the
essay's critical approach. An introduction by the editor discusses the relation of Sherlock Holmes to Doyle's
own life, reviews the history of the stories' publication and reception, and provides a brief overview of the
contemporary critical essays. Additional sources of enrichment and direction for further study are provided
by the four appendices: a chronology of Doyle's life; a note on Doyle's favorite Holmes stories; an annotated
bibliography of aholmes collections and critical studies; and a list of film and video versions of the stories in
the book.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

The book Sherlock Holmes: The Major Stories with Contemporary Critical Essays (Bedford Series in
History & Culture (Paperback)) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Sherlock Holmes: The Major
Stories with Contemporary Critical Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback))? Some of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Sherlock Holmes: The Major Stories with
Contemporary Critical Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback)) has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read
a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

John Kuykendall:

Often the book Sherlock Holmes: The Major Stories with Contemporary Critical Essays (Bedford Series in
History & Culture (Paperback)) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The
book Sherlock Holmes: The Major Stories with Contemporary Critical Essays (Bedford Series in History &
Culture (Paperback)) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Debbie Jackson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Sherlock Holmes: The Major Stories with Contemporary
Critical Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback)) can be very good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Donald Tuel:

This Sherlock Holmes: The Major Stories with Contemporary Critical Essays (Bedford Series in History &
Culture (Paperback)) is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but



difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Sherlock Holmes: The Major Stories
with Contemporary Critical Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback)) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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