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The short story has been a staple of American literature since the nineteenth century, taught in virtually every
high school and consistently popular among adult readers. But what makes a short story unique? In Reading
for Storyness, Susan Lohafer, former president of the Society for the Study of the Short Story, argues that
there is much more than length separating short stories from novels and other works of fiction. With its close
readings of stories by Kate Chopin, Julio Cortázar, Katherine Mansfield, and others, this book challenges
assumptions about the short story and effectively redefines the genre in a fresh and original way.

In her analysis, Lohafer combines traditional literary theory with a more unconventional mode of research,
monitoring the reactions of readers as they progress through a story?to establish a new poetics of the genre.
Singling out the phenomenon of "imminent closure" as the genre's defining trait, she then proceeds to
identify "preclosure points," or places where a given story could end, in order to access hidden layers of the
reading experience. She expertly harnesses this theory of preclosure to explore interactions between
pedagogy and theory, formalism and cultural studies, fiction and nonfiction. Returning to the roots of
storyness, Lohafer illuminates the intricacies of classic short stories and experimental forms of surreal,
postmodern, and minimalist fiction. She also discusses the impact of social constructions, such as gender, on
the identification of preclosure points by individual readers. Reading for Storyness combines cognitive
science with literary theory to present a compelling argument for the uniqueness of the short story.
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From reader reviews:

Dean Green:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Reading for Storyness: Preclosure Theory, Empirical
Poetics, and Culture in the Short Story. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important any book Reading for Storyness: Preclosure Theory, Empirical Poetics, and
Culture in the Short Story. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Susan Tarin:

The book Reading for Storyness: Preclosure Theory, Empirical Poetics, and Culture in the Short Story can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the great thing like a book Reading for Storyness: Preclosure Theory, Empirical Poetics, and
Culture in the Short Story? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Reading for
Storyness: Preclosure Theory, Empirical Poetics, and Culture in the Short Story has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Florence Davis:

Beside this kind of Reading for Storyness: Preclosure Theory, Empirical Poetics, and Culture in the Short
Story in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Reading for Storyness:
Preclosure Theory, Empirical Poetics, and Culture in the Short Story because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book
along with read it from now!

Eric Hempel:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Reading for Storyness: Preclosure Theory,
Empirical Poetics, and Culture in the Short Story to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of



reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Reading for Storyness: Preclosure Theory, Empirical
Poetics, and Culture in the Short Story can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of their time.
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