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Why do African writers choose to describe pain in their novels, memoirs and travelogues? What purpose
could such descriptions serve? And do they fall into the danger of simply re-confirming negative stereotypes
about Africa as an inevitably pained continent?

Perceiving Pain in African Literature argues that the literary text has a particular role to play in contesting
and re-working the personal, social and political meanings of pain. Drawing on fiction and life-writing
published in English and French over the last forty years, this book explores the complexities of literature's
invitation to imagine pain.

Themes such as pain and meaning, literature as testimony, conflict writing, genocide and human rights are
explored in relation to primary texts from West Africa, Zimbabwe, Rwanda and Southern Africa. Authors
including Yvonne Vera, J.M.Coetzee, Ahmadou Kourouma, Véronique Tadjo and Aminatta Forna are
discussed alongside theoretical insights from medical anthropology, cultural theory, postcolonial studies and
global literature.
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From reader reviews:

James Brier:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Perceiving Pain in African Literature. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Perceiving Pain in African Literature. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Lonnie Hammer:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Perceiving Pain in African
Literature book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Marylou Standley:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors
these days always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to
the book. One of them is this Perceiving Pain in African Literature.

Elizabeth Ramsey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Perceiving Pain in
African Literature.
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