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This provocative new history of Palestinian Jewish society in antiquity marks the first comprehensive effort
to gauge the effects of imperial domination on this people. Probing more than eight centuries of Persian,
Greek, and Roman rule, Seth Schwartz reaches some startling conclusions--foremost among them that the
Christianization of the Roman Empire generated the most fundamental features of medieval and modern
Jewish life.

Schwartz begins by arguing that the distinctiveness of Judaism in the Persian, Hellenistic, and early Roman
periods was the product of generally prevailing imperial tolerance. From around 70 C.E. to the mid-fourth
century, with failed revolts and the alluring cultural norms of the High Roman Empire, Judaism all but
disintegrated. However, late in the Roman Empire, the Christianized state played a decisive role in ''re-
Judaizing'' the Jews. The state gradually excluded them from society while supporting their leaders and
recognizing their local communities. It was thus in Late Antiquity that the synagogue-centered community
became prevalent among the Jews, that there re-emerged a distinctively Jewish art and literature--laying the
foundations for Judaism as we know it today.

Through masterful scholarship set in rich detail, this book challenges traditional views rooted in romantic
notions about Jewish fortitude. Integrating material relics and literature while setting the Jews in their eastern
Mediterranean context, it addresses the complex and varied consequences of imperialism on this vast period
of Jewish history more ambitiously than ever before. Imperialism in Jewish Society will be widely read and
much debated.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

Here thing why this particular Imperialism and Jewish Society: 200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E. (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Imperialism and Jewish Society: 200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E. (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to
the Modern World) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no book that similar with Imperialism and Jewish Society: 200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E. (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Imperialism and Jewish Society:
200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E. (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) in e-book
can be your option.

Michael Joslyn:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual
Imperialism and Jewish Society: 200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E. (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to
the Modern World) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Timothy Wingo:

The e-book untitled Imperialism and Jewish Society: 200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E. (Jews, Christians, and Muslims
from the Ancient to the Modern World) is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the
book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Imperialism and Jewish Society: 200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E. (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to
the Modern World) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Victor McDowell:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the



outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Imperialism and Jewish Society: 200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E.
(Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) why because the great cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.
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