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Daniel Patrick Moynihan (1927-2003) may be best known as a statesman. He served in the administrations
of presidents Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford; was ambassador to India and the United Nations; and
represented New York in the U.S. Senate for four terms. But he was also an intellectual of the first order,
whose books and papers on topics ranging from welfare policy and ethnicity in American society to
international law stirred debate and steered policy. Moynihan was, journalist Michael Barone remarked, "the
nation's best thinker among politicians since Lincoln and its best politician among thinkers since Jefferson."
He was, Greg Weiner argues, America's answer to the 18th-century Anglo-Irish scholar-statesman Edmund
Burke. Both stood at the intersection of thought and action, denouncing tyranny, defending the family,
championing reform. Yet while Burke is typically claimed by conservatives, Weiner calls Moynihan a
"Burkean liberal" who respected both the indispensability of government and the complexity of society. And
a reclamation of Moynihan's Burkean liberalism, Weiner suggests, could do wonders for the polarized
politics of our day.

In its incisive analysis of Moynihan's political thought, American Burke lays out the terms for such a
recovery. The book traces Moynihan's development through the broad sweep of his writings and career. "The
central conservative truth is that it is culture, not politics, that determines the success of a society," Moynihan
once wrote. "The central liberal truth is that politics can change a culture and save it from itself." In his
ability to embrace both of these truths, this "American Burke" makes it bracingly clear that a wise political
thinker can also be an effective political actor, and that commitments to both liberal and conservative values
can coexist peaceably and productively. Weiner's work is not only a thorough and thoroughly engaging
intellectual exploration of one of the most important politicians of the twentieth century; it is also a timely
prescription for the healing of our broken system.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert White:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This American Burke: The Uncommon Liberalism of
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (American Political Thought) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Tiffany Lyons:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this American Burke: The Uncommon
Liberalism of Daniel Patrick Moynihan (American Political Thought) publication written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still doubt American Burke: The Uncommon Liberalism of Daniel Patrick Moynihan (American
Political Thought) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that
can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Salina Rodriguez:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Burke: The
Uncommon Liberalism of Daniel Patrick Moynihan (American Political Thought) can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Ernestine Pagan:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book American Burke: The Uncommon Liberalism of Daniel Patrick Moynihan
(American Political Thought) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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