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The Latin language has been the one constant in the cultural history of the West for more than two millennia.
It has been the foundation of our education, and has defined the way in which we express our thoughts, our
faith, and our knowledge of how the world functions. Indeed, the language has proved far more enduring
than its empire in Rome, its use echoing on in the law codes of half the world, in the terminologies of
modern science, and until forty years ago, in the liturgy of the Catholic Church. It is the unseen substance
that makes us members of the Western world.

In his erudite and entertaining "biography," Nicholas Ostler shows how and why (against the odds, through
conquest from within and without) Latin survived and thrived even as its creators and other languages failed.
Originally the dialect of Rome and its surrounds, Latin supplanted its neighbors to become, by conquest and
settlement, the language of all Italy, and then of Western Europe and North Africa. Its cultural creep toward
Greek in the East led it to copy and then ally with it in an unprecedented, but invincible combination: Greek
theory and Roman practice, delivered through Latin, became the foundation of Western civilization.
Christianity, a latecomer, then joined the alliance, and became vital to Latin's survival when the empire
collapsed. Spoken Latin re-emerged as a host of new languages, from Portuguese and Spanish in the west to
Romanian in the east. But a knowledge of Latin lived on as the common code of European thought, and
inspired the founders of Europe's New World in the Americas. E pluribus unum.

Illuminating the extravaganza of its past, Nicholas Ostler makes clear that, in a thousand echoes, Latin lives
on, ad infinitum.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

The book Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin for
being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve
Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Madeline Pastrana:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin why because the great
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Barbara Mobley:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Ad Infinitum: A Biography of
Latin is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Ettie Hardcastle:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Ad Infinitum: A Biography of
Latin as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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